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Note	Reading	

&
l ine

Possibly	the	best	thing	you	can	do	when	you	start	learning	an	instrument	is	to	know	what	the	names
of	the	notes	are	on	the	stave.

You	don' t	need	to	be	able	to	play	an	instrument	to	learn	this	concept,	you	just	need	to	understand	a
basic	rules,	remember	a	few	simple	sayings	and	you	wil l 	have	it.

Knowing	the	notes	is	one	piece	of	the	puzzle	that	is	reading	musical 	notation,	but	it' s	a	real ly	important
one	as	the	pitch	. . . 	melody	. . . 	tune	. . . . 	is	what	we	hum	or	sing	when	we	know	a	song.

THE	RULE : 		The	notes	fol low	a	step	wise	pattern	of	l ine	-	space	-	l ine	-	space	etc
The	notes	below	start	on	a	l ine,	then	a	space	and	continue	l ike	this	upwards	. . .or	downwards

space l ine space l ine space l ine space

&
C

N otice	the	first	C	sits	on	it' s	own	l ittl e	l ine	-	that' s	cal l ed	a	l eger	l ine. 	We' l l 	meet	more	of	these	l ater,	
but	for	now,	it' s	an	easy	way	to	identify	middl e	C,	which	on	the	piano,	is	the	middl e	note.
N ote	al so	that	D 	sits	bel ow	the	l ine,	and	G	sits	above	the	l ine	-	they	are	both	considered	to	be	' space
notes' 	-	see	bel ow	for	more	on	this. 		I f	you	understand	the	concept	that	there	are	l eger	l ines	and	spaces
outside	of	the	five	l ines	of	the	stave	-	you	are	al ready	winning! ! !

The	trebl e	cl ef	notes	you	are	going	to	focus	on	are	these	ones:

D E F G A B C D E F G

&
F

TWO	SAYINGS	(for	the	treble	clef)

A C E

The	names	of	the	notes	on	the	spaces	spel l 	FACE

&
Every

The	first	two	pages	of	the	Speedy	N otes	R eading	are	just	for	either	space	or	l ine	notes,	and	then	it	is	a
mix	of	both	notes,	with	the	addition	of	notes	above	and	bel ow	the	stave	too!

Good Boy Deserves Fruit

The	names	of	the	notes	on	the	l ines	have	a	saying
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Note	Reading	-	More	About	Leger	L ines

&
C

L eger	l ines	are	fancy	l ittl e	l ines	which	act	l ike	extended	stave	l ines	and	al l ow	us	to	easi l y	read	notes
above	or	bel ow	the	five	stave	l ines. 			You	read	them	with	the	same	idea	of	l ine	and	space	notes	that
you	have	been	using	previousl y. 		We	don' t	have	to	use	l eger	l ine	notes	as	often	as	stave	notes	so	it
does	take	some	practice	to	remember	them.

B A G F

&
A B C D E F
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Note	Reading	-	The	Bass	Clef

?

C

Give	yoursel f	a	pat	on	the	back	as	you	know	the	concept	of	bass	note	reading	now. . . . now	you	just
need	to	put	it	into	practice.

THE	DIFFERENCE : 	The	notes	are	N OT	in	the	same	pl ace	as	they	are	in	the	trebl e	cl ef,	and	we	have
different	sayings	to	hel p	us	remember	where	the	notes	go.

WH Y	are	the	notes	in	a	different	pl ace??
You	have	al ready	seen	from	your	past	working	that	there	are	7	note	names	which	are	repeated	and	
repeated	A	B C	D 	E 	F 	G	and	start	again. . . 	so	if	we	start	at	middl e	C	and	say	the	note	names	backwards
they	fal l 	in	different	pl aces	on	the	stave	l ines.

B A G F E D C B A G F

?

E

On	the	bass	cl ef,	where	you	are	used	to	seeing	middl e	C	is	now	E ! ! ! !

F G A B C D E F G A B

?

Al l

So	our	two	saying	are	different.

Cows Eat Grass

?

Granny Boogies Down Fifth Avenue
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Glossary	of	Terms

&
Treble	Clef

?
Bass	Clef

& Semibreve
4	counts/beats

& Minim
2	counts/beats

& Crotchet
1	counts/beats

& Leger	l ine	notes	-	on	their	own	wee	l ine	above	or	below	the	stave

&
F

Treble	clef	sayings

A C E Every Good Boy Deserves Fruit

?

Al l

Bass	Clef	sayings

Cows Eat Grass Granny Boogies Down Fifth Avenue

w

˙

œ

˙ ˙

w w w w
w w w w w

w w w w
w w w w w

©	Anna	D unwoodie	201 3	(2023)

Ful l 	Score

©	Anna	D unwoodie	201 3	(2023)

Ful l 	ScoreFul l 	Score


